DONKEY

Matthew 21:9

Then the multitudes who went
before and those who followed
cried out, saying:

"Hosanna to the Son of David!
‘Blessed is He who comes in the
name of the Lord!’
Hosanna in the highest!”
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PRAYING

Matthew 26:39

He went a little farther
and fell on His face,
and prayed, saying,

“O My Father, if it is possible,
let this cup pass from Me;
nevertheless, not as | will,

but as You will.”

COINS

Matthew 26:14-15

Then one of the twelve,
called Judas Iscariot,
went to the chief priests and said,
“"What are you willing to give me if |
deliver Him to you?”

And they counted out to him
thirty pieces of silver.

Mark 15:15

So Pilate,
wanting to gratify the crowd,
released Barabbas to them;
and he delivered Jesus,
after he had scourged Him,
to be crucified.
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CUP

Matthew 26:26-28

And as they were eating, Jesus took
bread, blessed and broke it, and
gave it to the disciples and said,

“Take, eat; this is My body.”

Then He took the cup, and gave
thanks, and gave it to them, saying,
“Drink from it, all of you.”

Matthew 27:29

When they had twisted
a crown of thorns,
they put it on His head,
and a reed in His right hand.
And they bowed the knee
before Him and mocked Him,
saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!”




Matthew 27:31

And when they had mocked Him,
they took the robe off Him,
put His own clothes on Him,

and led Him away to be crucified.

Matthew 27:59

When Joseph had taken the body,
he wrapped it in a clean linen cloth
and laid it in his new tomb
which he had hewn out of the rock;
and he rolled a large stone
against the door of the tomb,
and departed.
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DICE

Matthew 27:35

Then they crucified Him,
and divided His garments,
casting lots,
that it might be fulfilled
which was spoken by the prophet.”

Matthew 27:66

Pilate said to them,

“You have a guard;
go your way,

make it as secure as you know how.”
So they went
and made the tomb secure,
sealing the stone
and setting the guard.

SPEAR

John 19:34

But when they came to Jesus
and saw that He was already dead,
they did not break His legs.
But one of the soldiers
pierced His side with a spear,
and immediately
blood and water came out.

Matthew 28:25

But the angel answered
and said to the women,
“Do not be afraid,
for | know that you seek Jesus
who was crucified.

He is not here; for He is risen,
as He said. Come, see the place
where the Lord lay.
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Little Donkey

Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village
in front of you, and immediately you will find a donkey
tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to me.
If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord

needs them,’ and he will send them at once.”

The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. They
brought the donkey and the colt and put on them their cloaks,
and he sat on them. Most of the crowd spread their cloaks on
the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread
them on the road.

-MATTHEW 21:2-3, 6-8

Open the blue egg. What do you find inside?
A little donkey.

Silver Coins

Then one of the twelve, whose name was Judas Iscariot,
went to the chief priests and said, “What will you give me
if I deliver him over to you?” And they paid him thirty
pieces of silver. And from that moment he sought an
opportunity to betray him.

~MATTHEW 26:14-16

Now see what’s inside the light pink egg. Did you

find some coins? What do coins have to do with the
Easter story?

In Jesus' day, most people walked
everywhere. Sometimes, kings rode on
donkeys or horses when they entered a
city. The people would stop what they
were doing and watch as the king rode
by. On the day that Jesus rode into
their city, the people were thrilled to
see Him. They believed that He was
their new king who had come to save
them and to fill their lives with joy.

The people showed their happiness by
spreading tree branches and coats on
the road. This was also their way of
showing honor to Jesus, much like we

might use a red carpet today.

Not everyone was happy to have Jesus
as his king. Some people only pretended
to be happy, but on the inside they really
didn’t want anything to do with Him.
One of those pretenders was a man
named Judas Iscariot.

Some other men hated Jesus so much
that they wanted to kill Him. But they
needed the help of someone who could
get them close to Jesus. Because Judas
Iscariot was a pretender, and because he
was greedy for money, he told these men
that he would help them capture Jesus if
they would pay him thirty silver coins.




JI‘ESUS had.a special dinner with His disciples—twelve of His
‘C{-Osels)t fr.wnds who traveled with Him and learned from
#im. During the meal, Jesus stood up and held out a cup and
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inside the or ange egg? Praying hand

After di ; ) _
aSke;clhnnervr:th His disciples, Jesus took them to a garden. He

edt .
totalkt ez to pray while He went to another place in the garden
© God alone. He began to be sad and to dread what He

gave everyone a drink. Then He said

something that was hard for them to
understand. He said that the wine in
the cup was His blood. He didn’t mean
that they would actually be drinking
blood, but that the wine was a symbol
(or a picture) of His blood. He wanted
them to remember this special night
and the covenant (or promise) He was

making to them and to all people.

Do you know what that promise is?

You'll find out if you keep listening.

but I lay it down of my own accord”

(John 10:18). You see, one of the remark-

able things about Jesus was that like

d

and man at the same time. The God

no one before or since, He was both G

part of Him was willing to die because
of His great love, but the human part of
Him did not want to experience the
great pain that He would surely suffer

by dying on a cross.

When you are afraid or sad, you should

do just as Jesus did—pray.

said, “No one takes [my life] from me,




You may wonder what a rooster has to do with the Easter story.
For Peter—one of the disciples of Jesus—the sound of a rooster

crowing triggered great sadness, and caused him to cry. Here's
what happened,

Peter wa ’
s !hs !0ne of Jesus’ closest friends, and he once promised
a
no matter how dangerous things might become

When Jesus finished praying in the
garden, the men who wanted to kill Him
took Him as their prisoner. Then they
brought Jesus to Pilate, their ruler, and
he had Jesus whipped. The whip used
was long and hard, and it hurt Jesus so
much that He bled.

Jesus hadn’t done anything wrong.
The men who wanted to kill Him were
afraid of losing power, so they wanted
Jesus out of their way. They knew that
if people really believed that Jesus was
the Son of God—which He was—they
would follow Him.

he would always be loyal. Jesus could
depend on him. But that began to
change when Peter realized that
those who planned to kill Jesus
might want to kill him, too. In fact,
Peter was so afraid that he denied even
knowing Jesus.

Just the evening before, when Peter had
promised to be loyal, Jesus told him
that he would indeed deny knowing
Him, not just once or even twice, but
three times. And, in fact, it happened
just as Jesus said it would; the rooster
was still crowing when Peter remem-
bered what Jesus had said: “Before the
rooster crows twice, you will deny me
three times” (Mark 14:30). Peter was
so ashamed that he ran away and cried.




the light orange egg?

N olthorns,
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The soldi

The:oud-lers to.?k Jesus to the top of a hill outside the city.

B mu. h51.ng nails much larger than these, they nailed Him to
ghwooden cross. He died a few hoursiaias

After Jesus had been whipped, the
soldiers took branches with thorns,
twisted them into the shape of a crown,
and shoved it down on Jesus’ head.
Again, Jesus bled.

We know that because Jesus was the
Son of God, He could have stopped
the men from hurting Him. But He
let them continue. Do you know why?
Because even though He hadn't done
anything wrong—He had not sinned—
Jesus was taking the punishment for
all the wrong things that any person
had ever done or ever would do. This
includes you and me.

The Bible tells us that Jesus was
stronger than any man. The soldiers
couldn’t have killed Jesus if He had
not let them. He could have fought off
the soldiers. Why didn't He?

Because God loves people so much, He
was willing to let Jesus be punished
for our sins—the things we do or the
ways we act that don’t please God. And
even though it hurt Jesus badly, He

was willing to do what God the Father
asked. Jesus loves us, too.
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the pink egg?
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But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I

know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not
here. for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where

he lay.”

~MATTHEW 28:5-6

Look inside the white egg. It’s empty!
Are you surprised?

When two women came to the tomb of Jesus, they were surprised,
too. The heavy stone was rolled aside, and the tomb was empty!
Jesus' body was not there.

After Jesus was bur

were assigned to stand guard a

tomb. But these men were no mat

afraid that they fainted.

Where did the angel get his strength?

From God.

The angel told them, “He has risen.”

Jesus had come back to life.

This was the promise that Jesus made
to His disciples at their special dinner
just a few days before—that He would
die but come back to life to show those
who believed in Him that they would
live forever, too.

Someday, because He died for us, we
can meet Him and thank Him in heaven.

That's the story of Easter. And it's true!



Spear

So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first, and of
the other who had been crucified with him. But when they
came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did
not break his legs. But one of the soldiers pierced his side

with a spear, and at once there came out blood and water.

—~JOHN 19:32-34

Now open the purple egg. What do you find inside?
A spear,

Two robbers were cruci

wh

3 ¢ .
one on (‘B(Jh side ot Him. Whe

soldiers came to check the three men on
the crosses, Jesus had already died. Just
to make sure, though, one of the soldiers

stabbed Jesus in the side with a spear.

It is sad to think that Jesus died, and
that He died in such a cruel way. But
remember that Jesus gave up His life
because of His love for sinners—ALL
sinners. This includes you and me and all
who tell lies, steal from others, disobey
God in any way, or even someone like
the soldier who stabbed Him.

Tagatils

After Jesus died, a man named Joseph

brave and loving thing for Jos

ph to

do. Remember that the men who killed

Jesus did not believe that He was the
Son of God. But Joseph did believe,
and he wanted Jesus to have a proper
burial. Joseph knew that this might get
him in trouble with the soldiers, but he
was brave and asked for permission

anyway.

Joseph wrapped the body of Jesus in
cloth and buried Him in a tomb cut out
of rock, like a shallow cave. Joseph
then went away sad—because Jesus
was dead—and he wondered what
would happen next.
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But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I

know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not
here. for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where

he lay.”

~MATTHEW 28:5-6

Look inside the white egg. It’s empty!
Are you surprised?

When two women came to the tomb of Jesus, they were surprised,
too. The heavy stone was rolled aside, and the tomb was empty!
Jesus' body was not there.

After Jesus was bur

were assigned to stand guard a

tomb. But these men were no mat

afraid that they fainted.

Where did the angel get his strength?

From God.

The angel told them, “He has risen.”

Jesus had come back to life.

This was the promise that Jesus made
to His disciples at their special dinner
just a few days before—that He would
die but come back to life to show those
who believed in Him that they would
live forever, too.

Someday, because He died for us, we
can meet Him and thank Him in heaven.

That's the story of Easter. And it's true!
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The Jelly Bean Prayer

Red is for the blood He gave
Green is for the grass He made
is for the sun so bright
Orange is for the edge of night
Black is for the sins we made
White is for the grace He gave
Purple is His hours of sorrow
“inkis for our new tomorrow

A bagful of jelly beans colorful
and sweet is a prayer,is a
promise, is an Easter Treat!
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